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Aroha ana ahau ki 
taku whakapapa
– I love and give thanks to 
my ecological (ecosocial) 
heritage

Many Indigeneous peoples inhabit an 
ecological worldview –
their daily greetings & cultural 
practices remind them
what matters most. UN COP

Ecoliteracy | systems literacy— is 
about developing similar holistic eco-
social wisdom for our regions in 
Ireland

INTRODUCTIONS – GREETINGS 



Haumea Ecoversity –  online Ecoliteracy  & Earth Charter courses 

and now a membership community, with philosopher Dr Nikos Patedakis 
(California)

-for 400 +creatives, educators and cultural professionals since 2019
-Angelina joined our Earth Charter course as part of the Carlow Arts 
Office-led Gnathoga Nadurtha 3- county community peatlands 
programme.



“…we live in the most 
destructive moment 
in 65 million years!”

Earth’s wildlife is down 30%, oceans are heating and 
rising— we fueling a man-made extinction level event & 
increasing social injustice. 

Brian Swimme, Professor of Integral Studies 
& evolutionary cosmologist, philosopher,
The New Story, 2006

Why are we here



We need a cultural shift because 5 decades 
of scientific facts,figures and policy alone 
are NOT engaging citizens to act at scale—

commensurate with the accelerating 
breakdown of Earth’s life-support systems 
and increasing social injustice & war that 
we are all witnessing

context



“Times are urgent, we need to slow down..”
Bayo Akomolafe

As our higher education remains 
siloed…

how do we spark a shared story 
of courage, connection and 
care—to self, community, planet 
and future generations?

https://www.bayoakomolafe.net/
https://www.bayoakomolafe.net/


“Times are urgent, we need to slow down..”
Bayo Akomolafe

We need to come together around 
what we collectively value—start 
conversations across ages



“professional, community creatives can facilitate 
safe, brave (fun) spaces for transformative, 
intergenerational learning and agency”

Cathy Fitzgerald

And we need to RECOGNISE that collective, inclusive 
creativity, facilitated by ecoliterate creative 
community professionals like Angelina, provides 
instances of safe, brave spaces to make the crises 
personally & locally relevant —activating people’s 
curiosity & hearts in meaningful ways, that facts and 
policy can’t achieve alone



But we need to evolve, expand & become fluent to value more beyond 
the human realm. In 1948, both the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights the IUCN arose—yet, in modern culture, we still treat people and 
nature as separate & see human /economic aims as a priority. In 2024, 
Mary Robinson renamed this event as a ‘climate and nature’ conference

Former US  first lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt

Evolve Eco-Social Values



this has massive implications for the weste

Immense Cultural Shift for Dominant Western Cultures

—to move from entrenched ideas of human supremacy to ecological worldview,

to overcome our alienation from the web of life

The challenge



UN talks since ’70s called for ‘Nature Charters’ 
—The Earth Charter was proposed as a UN Charter in 
Rio 92, but evolved instead as a global civil dialogue 
process to become a true People’s Earth Charter…

The People’s Earth Charter —
a Holistic Ethical Compass

—a foundational visionary document like the 
UDHR, to help all people think and care for 
others, AND their places, AND for planetary 
AND intergenerational wellbeing… 

Evolving Eco-Social Values



2000
Peoples’ Earth Charter is nearly 25 years old – its universal principles remain fresh & particularly 
resonate with youth, more educated in holistic systems thinking – who are benefiting from global 
shift toward ESD evolving these last 20 years

+ =

Evolving Eco-Social Values



EARTH CHARTER ELIVENS ALL PEOPLE’s 
HEARTS TO CARE & ACT AROUND
4 interconnected pillars:

Respect and care for the community of life

Ecological integrity (care /restoration of habitats)

Social and Economic Justice (just transition)

Democracy, Nonviolence and Peace 

Offers creatives and their audiences/communities 
many entry points for engagement, an accessible 
ecological vision & language, 66 translations and 
symbols that kids love

 “Earth Charter + creativity creates inclusive, safe, 
brave spaces to share our love for life on Earth”



Recognised as the missing 
integrated ethical principles 
needed for Agenda 2023, 
the UN SDGs, & The Global Pact 
for the Future

It’s symbol is a dove – the Earth Charter 
is a Peace Charter, evolving a culture of peace 
toward all life on Earth



Earth Charter provides eco mindset, eco worldview we urgently need for 
radical change

Earth Charter Vision, Principles & Stories, rather 
than setting or ticking goals, advances humanity’s 
destiny.. 
                 “for being more, rather than having more”



Earth Charter Young Leader —Hasiba Syed, Gurjarat, India

“..Leadership, Sustainability, 
and Ethics (LSE) course 
through Earth Charter 
International activates youth…

“The course reinforced my 
belief that true leadership 
isn’t about being the loudest 
voice, it’s about being 
grounded in values and 
focused on creating 
meaningful impact.”

https://www.linkedin.com/in/hasiba-syed-0259442a3/overlay/about-this-profile/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/earth-charter-international-secretariat/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/earth-charter-international-secretariat/


Power of Story & Inclusive, Collective Creativity: 
Angelina activated  ‘River Goddess Berba 
Creation Story for Future Ancestor Festival’ —
Invited 3 storytellers: Bríd Brophy, Judith O'Brien 
& Emily Rainsford – first entry from Ireland



 Handprint Prayer Flags –community – 
intergenerational 

 Eco-Protest Banners –Anchor Youth Club.
 Bosca Bherba & Clay Plate Breaking – 

Community wishes for better world
 Berba’s Reverie – Video installation. Deirdre S.
 Photography Exhibition – Berba’s Animal 

Friends 
 The Murphigans –enchanting tree installations.
 Griese Youth Theatre – ‘Cry Me a River’

 3 piece teenage all-girl rock band from Athy 
Traditional Irish music by Comhaltas Athy 

 Botanical Ink-Making – With Angelina & Clare 
Hartigan – Community ‘Wall of Gratitude’ to River 
Goddess Berba

 Lighted Soul Boats for remembrance
 Screenprinting EC Workshop – Led by Emily & 

Anchor Youth Club.

Safe, Brave, Fun Spaces





• humbleThank you for listening!

Comments /Queries welcome:

Email: Cathy@Haumea-Ecoversity.com

Join the Haumea Ecoversity Community | 
Mentoring | Ecoliteracy CPD:
 
HaumeaEcoversity.com

 Insta: @Haumea_Ecoversity

LinkedIn: /cathyfitz

"The real work of planet
small, humble, and humbling, and 
(insofar as it involves love) pleasing 
and rewarding. Its jobs will be too 
many to count, too many to report, 
too many to be publicly noticed or 
rewarded, too small to make anyone 
rich or famous.”

Farmer, forester, writer, poet 
Wendell Berry



Angelina and youth theatre groups acting, sharing & 
speaking their creative Earth Charter wisdom —to Irish 
Senators in 2025 – fluent, intergenerational creative 
conversations we need more of..
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